
The Bay Region includes thirteen (13) counties in the Saginaw Bay area.  They are: 

Arenac, Bay, Clare, Genesee, Gladwin, Gratiot, Huron, Isabella, Lapeer, Midland, 

Saginaw, Sanilac and Tuscola.  Major state trunklines in the region  include: I-75,  

I-69, US-127, US-23 and US-10.

Continuing to provide transportation services to the region’s agricultural industry is a 

priority for the Bay Region. Portions of the Bay Region include agricultural industries 

that produce a large quantity of sugar beets and function as worldwide exporters 

of beans. Bay Region highways also serve the Flint, Saginaw, Bay City and Midland 

industrial centers and as primary routes for tourism and international trade.

2005 Accomplishments 
The Bay Region awarded more than $605 million in road and bridge construction 

contracts over the past five years.  During the past five years, 366 structures have 

been maintained, upgraded or improved and 407 centerline miles of state trunkline 

have been reconstructed or resurfaced. 

During 2005, two projects which began construction in 2004 were completed.  In 

2004, seven miles of southbound I-75 from M-57 northerly to Birch Run Creek were 

reconstructed.  In 2005, the northbound lanes were reconstructed. This completes 

another phase of I-75 reconstruction north of I-475 Exit 125) in Genesee and Sagi-

naw counties.   

Bay Region

2006-2010 

Five Year 
Transportation 
Program 
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Another project, which is part of MDOT’s capacity improvement program, was also 

completed in 2005.  

The project is M-84 from Pierce to Delta Roads in Saginaw and Bay Counties.  The 

construction of the southbound lanes completed a boulevard section of what was 

previously a two-lane highway.  The remaining portion of the corridor improvements,  

M-84 from Delta Road northerly to Euclid Avenue in Bay County, has been deferred 

from the MDOT program and details of that section are addressed in the Expanding 

the System – Bay Region section of this report.

In 2005, there were other significant improvements within the Bay Region that in-

volved reconstruction work.  These projects were:

• The US-23 freeway from Thompson Road north to I-75 in Genesee County 

was reconstructed.

• M-57 from the west city limits of Clio to M-54 was partially reconstructed with 

the remaining being milled with an asphalt overlay.  The city accompanied this 

work with utility work.

• M-13 from south of Pinconning to the north village limits included a com-

bination of reconstruction and milling with an asphalt overlay for nearly 2.8 miles 

along this route in Bay County.

• I-75 from Lincoln Road in Bay County northerly to the Arenac-Ogemaw 

county line. Work has begun on a 13-mile segment of this roadway. The pave-

ment improvements include pavement rubblization and asphalt overlay.  This 

work will be completed in the 2006 construction season.

Many resurfacing projects were also programmed and constructed in order to 

achieve MDOT’s condition goals.  Three major projects include:

• An asphalt overlay of US-10 from the Osceola-Clare County line southeast for 

nine miles.

• An asphalt overlay for six miles of M-53 in Huron County, from Popple to 

Outer Drive.  This project also included paved shoulders.

• The two-mile milling and resurfacing of M-13/Euclid Avenue in Bay City, from 

Fisher to Wilder Roads.

Significant bridge work also occurred during 2005.  Preventive maintenance or 

scheduled maintenance was completed on 53 structures.  Eight structures were re-

placed or repaired.
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Amount in Millions of Dollars FY 2006 through FY 2010

Bay Region Other Funding
Preserve First 

Funds

Jobs Today 

Funds
Total

Road Preservation $243 $20 $63 $326

Bridge Preservation $71 $6 $2 $79

Road & Bridge CPM $65 $0 $8 $73

Total 2006-2010 $380 $26 $72 $478

                           (Road Preservation includes Roadside facilities)
                                            (Amounts are rounded to the nearest million dollars)

Five Year Road and Bridge Program
The road and bridge preservation projects identified in this 2006 to 2010 Five Year 

Transportation Program for the Bay Region total approximately $405 million (Note: 

this does not include $73 million in CPM work). Investment is allocated in the follow-

ing manner:

Capital preventive maintenance (CPM) projects are planned for a significant number 

of pavements and structures that do not require extensive repairs during this Five 

Year Plan period.  The CPM projects are short-term fixes, adding from five to ten 

years of life to a pavement or maintaining the existing bridge condition.  The Jobs 

Today investment initiative for the Bay Region will provide approximately $7 million 

for CPM pavement work in FY 2006.  The Bay Region will invest another $1 million of 

Jobs Today Funds for bridge CPM work.

The 2006-2010 program for road preservation work reflects approximately 199 miles 

(13 %) of the Bay Region’s 1,512 route miles of state trunklines during the next five 

(5) years.

The 2006-2010 program for bridge preservation work will address 93 (9 %) of the 

region’s 1,029 trunkline bridges and structures.

Bay Region Route Miles
Number of Bridges and 

other Structures

Total in Region 1,512 1,029

Scheduled Work 199 93

Percentage of Region 13% 9%
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In 2006, it is anticipated to have 285 route miles of CPM improvements along the 

roadways within the Bay Region. 

Public Involvement 
Two meetings were held in the Bay Region on December 13, 2005.  The first was 

held in Saginaw at the Region Office.  Twelve citizens attended.  Comments regard-

ing corridor improvements were specifically mentioned including the deferred M-84 

project into Bay City and increasing capacity of M-24 north of the Oakland County 

boundary.  Other comments referred to the development of regional Intelligent 

Transportation System (ITS) architecture.  The meeting in Mt. Pleasant was attended 

by 19 people and many additional comments were emailed or mailed to MDOT 

regarding projects in this area.  Citing safety and strengthening the state’s economy 

reasons, comments requested the completion of US-127 between St. Johns and 

Ithaca as a limited access freeway.  There were approximately 28 comments referring 

to this project.

Corridor Improvement Strategies

Project selection in the Bay Region emphasizes freeway modernization, with particu-

lar attention given to I-75 as a Statewide Corridor of Significance.  I-75 is a major 

tourist route from other states and Southeast Michigan to attractions in the north.  

The Bay Region has also systematically improved most of the US-127 corridor from 

the Gratiot County line to the north Clare County line.

I-69 has also been identified as a Statewide Corridor of Significance because it is 

a North America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) route spanning the Bay Region 

through Genesee and Lapeer Counties.  Accordingly, long term fixes have been iden-

tified for this corridor.
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